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EPG Fair was a big success !!!

A large and diverse turnout among Department of the Navy (DON) Claimants helped make the EA-21 Program Office Electronic Procurement Generator Fair (EPG) at the Xerox University in Leesburg, VA on December 3rd a huge success. The Fair provided an opportunity for over 150 people to have hands-on use of the five EPG IPT-recommended EPG systems.

The Fair began with an introduction from Gale Williams, the EA-21 EPG Project Manager.  The session included a discussion of the IPT requirements analysis, testing methods, and demonstrations of the five systems under consideration AMAS, ANSRS, RAPS, Acquiline, and Gateway C/S Federal.

To assist claimants in making their evaluations, the EA-21 Program Office provided an automated software tool that evaluated the performance and functionally of each system.  EA-21 also supplied each Claimant with a brochure summarizing the EPG tools system requirements, costs, and performance parameters. This brochure can be accessed from the Document Library at www.peoarbs.navy.mil/ea21/initiatives/spsefe.htm.

Participants gained familiarity with the systems and addressed detailed concerns during the afternoon break-out session.  Here they had the chance to address concerns such as interoperability with the Standard Procurement System (SPS), security and the ability to share financial data with systems like STARS.

Another concern was cost.  Some of the systems (ANSRS, RAPS, and AMAS) are already under development or licensed by the DON and, therefore, would cost less to deploy than their commercially available counterparts.  The EA-21 Program Manager, Mr. Brian Reily, stressed that the key consideration should be identifying the hardware and software requirements that would improve the acquisition processes, rather than just system cost. 

Participants overwhelmingly praised the EPG Fair, since it gave them a unique opportunity to gather information, share ideas, and get hands-on familiarity with each of the EPG tools before buying a system. Each DON Claimant now will identify by December 15th which system best their needs, the costs involved in deploying the system, and a recommended timetable for deploying the system.

For more information on this EA-21 Program Enterprise Initiative contact Ms. Gale LeGrand Williams at (703) 601-0246 or email her at Gale.Williams@peoarbs.navy.mil .  For more information about all of the EA-21 Initiatives visit our web site at www.peoarbs.navy.mil. 
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